Michae! Best & Friedrich LLP
Attorneys at Law

David A. Crass

T 808 2832267

E dacrass@michasibest.com

Via Electronic snd .S, Mail

August 10, 2018

Mr. James A. Zelimer

Deputy Division Administrator

Wisconsin Depariment of Natural Resources
101 5. Webster St

.. Box 7921

Madison, Wi 83701.7821

Ms. Linda Holst

Region 5 Acting Water Division Director
Environmental Protection Agency

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, Il 60804-3507

RE: Armenia Growers Coalition

Dear Mr, Zelimer and Ms. Holst

On behalf of the Armenia Growers Coalition (AGC), this responds to your joint letier issued
August 3, 2018 following the meeting held in Madison, Wisconsin, on July 30, 2018, This letter

responds to the seven (7) points provided in your lstter in the order presented:

1. Allernative Water Supplies for Well Owners with Groundwaler Exceeding 10 mg/i Nitrale
Gontarmination

As of this writing, AGC has sent 45 letters to affected well owners identified in the
agricultural corridor. We await the provision of contact information for the final three
homeowners which we understand EPA will be providing to Juneau County and then
ultimately to AGC so that those letters may be sent. As of this writing, AGC has
received a tolal of 17 calls from the 45 homeowners responding to the letter, 15 of whom
have accepted AGC’s offer of immediate drinking water. A two-week supply of bottled
water per person per home was delivered the same day as the califrequest was
recaived. So long as the homeowners accept the offer of a point-of-use system, drinking
water deliveries will continue until the water treatment system is installed and verified to
meet drinking water standards. Additionally, AGC will send follow up letters early next
week to those homes that have not yet responded to the first letter. Thereafter, any
further more direct follow up with nonresponders would be coordinated through the
counties. Altached is a FAQ that AGC has shared. We will continue to keep you
updated as the weeks progress.
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2. Long-Term Treatment Systems for Well Qwners with Groundwater Exceeding 10 mod
Nitrate GContamination

The Coalition is very close to finalizing the arrangements for the water treatment
systems to be installed. A slide is attached providing product details from AQ Smith.
AGC has secured a performance guarantee from the manufacturer that the systems will
bring nitrate levels to below 10 mg/L at a maximum inflow concentration of 50 mg/L.
Additionally, AGC has secured g warranty of one vear for crucial components. As of
now, AGC is providing the systems and a complimentary replacement filter and the
homeowners will be instructed on the maintenance of the systems. Our understanding
is that the filter can last several months to a couple of years of operation. We will regquire
the homeowners {0 sign a simple access agreement to allow the installation.

AGC is unwilling at this time to commit to any long-term maintenance of these systems.
These systems have been proven {0 be effective in reducing nitrate concentration {o at
or below 10.0 mg/l and we would expect their performance {0 continue here.

3. Leng-Term Monitoring and Additional Sampling

At this point in time, AGC is not willing to conduct in-home water quality sampling.
Rather, sampling of any homes in the agricultural corridor in the future will be
coordinated through Juneau and Wood Counties consistent with the altached draft
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) which is under development. Any funding for
additional well sampling to be conducted by the counties that could be provided to the
counties by your respective agencies would be welcome. Al the counties’ request, AGC
and the counties met on Thursday, August 8, 2018 to discuss progress and the MOU
arrangements and representatives of both of your agencies were participant.

4. EPA Involvement

AGC is appreciative of DNR's offer to be the point of contact to keep EPA informed and
indeed that is reflected in the draft MOU under consideration. Coples of the draft MOU
were provided during vesterday’s meeling and it is under developmeant. We will,
therefore, stay in close contact with whomever you designate from DNR {o serve in this
role,

5. Reporting

AGC is willing to participate in further discussions regarding this topic.
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8. Memorandum of LUnderstanding

Asg noted above, an MQU is under development and we would anticipate that DNR
would be a signatory o that MOU reflecting ilts communication role with EPA, as noted
above.

7. Long-Term Source Control

As noted above, AGC is willing to participate in those discussions moving forward.

Very truly yaw«gfm*’\
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ARMENIA GROWERS COALITION
- P.0. Box 330
Bancroft, Wi 54921-0330

August 2018
Dear Neighbor,

The newly formed Armenis Growers Coalition is made up of three area farms working together
to address water guality fssues In our community. The Coalition’s members are Wysocki Produce Farm,
B &0 Farms and Okray Farms. We believe prompt action is the right step because recent tests of some
private wells in this area indicate elevated lovels of nitrates,

Starting last week, the Coalition offered to purchase and install 2 point-ofuse water treatment
systern for affected homes at no cost to homeowners whose wells were recently tested by public
officials, instellation of this system will hely ensure access 1o clean drinking water as defined by state
and federal standards. 1 should be noted that such systems are effective so long as a well is code
compliant and that the system is properly installed. The Coalition will work with 3 locel professionsl
plumber for these Issuas,

in the short term, the Coaslition is providing complimentary bottled water for responding
homeowners, Qur focus now is working 1o ensure our neighbors have access to safe drinking water
that meets state and federal standards.

Below you will find some frequently asked guestions about this issue. If vou have any further
guestions, please call 715,335 8486 from 8 a.m.~—4 pom. Monday through Friday, Thank you.

Respectfulby,

Armenia Growers Coalition

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

G: How long will It take to get 3 point-of-use treatment system installed?

A: Once the homeowner agrees to installation, it will likely take about two weeks to complete the work,
We will work with our plumbing teams to be as prompt 8s possible, but we anticipate it would take
about that amount of time,

s Which plumber will do the work?

A 1t will be 3 licensed plumber from the ares who Is qualified to do the work. Because of the amount of
work, we're not sure which plumber would come to sach particular home.

i What kind of equipment are you installing? How does the point-of-use water treatment system
work?

& The Coalition Is currently reviewing proposed systems.
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3: | haven't had my water tested, but want bottled water and the point-of-use treatment system.

A: At this time, this offer is being made available only to homes that have had their wells tested and
show elevated levels of nitrate. We are happy to work with other homeowners on how 1o go about
having their water/well tested through Juneau County officials.

Gz Can | continue to get boltled water afier Installstion of the point-of-use treatment system?

A We expect the point-of-use water treatment system will provide drinking water that meets state and
federal standards. We believe that once the system Is installed and properly operating, bottled water
will no longer be needed. Until the system Is installed, the Coalition will provide bottled water to those
who are commitled to system installation and have a code compliant well, The Coalition envisions
providing bottled water until 2 responding hombowner has a point-of-use treatment system instatled
gnd water is verified to he at levels that meet state and federal standards,

: Will more homes be added to the list of those that need point-ofuse treatment systems and
bottied water?

A As additional testing is performed by Juneau County officials, it Is possible that more homes with
elevated nitrate levels may be added to the list, and the Coalition will make the same offer of installing 3
point-of-use treatment system and offering bottled water to affected homes in this area.

i What if 3 homeowner dogsn't want the point-of-use treatment system, but wants bottled water?

AT 'We want to find g proper solution to the issue of elevated nitrate levels, and & point-of-use system
treatment system is the best step ot this polnt. The Armenia Growers Coalition is only offering bottled
water to homeowners who agree to install the point-of-use water system. The Coalition envisions
providing bottled water untll a responding homeowner has a point-of-use treatment system installed
and the water is verifisd to meet state and federal drinking water standards.,

G What i rmy well 50t code compliant?

A: The point-of-use treatment system will only function as intended if 2 well is code compliant. We can
talk with homeowners about what steps they will need to take if their well is not code compliant, but we
can only install point-of-use treatment systems in homes where the well Is code compliant.

C: Will the Armenia Growers Coalition pay for wells to be dug deeper?

A: Right now, the Coalition is focused on providing point-of-use treatment systems and bottled waterto
ensure residents have access to safe drinking water, Discussions may ocour In the future regarding
gther long term remedies.

{1: Whose fault Is this? How did this happen?

A: There is not one entity or company to blame, The cause of elevated nitrate levels in the groundwater
is most lkely dus to legacy agricubiural practices in our area going back as far as the 19505, More
discussion should be held about the cause, but today we are working to ensure our neighbors have
access to safe drinking water that mests stete and federal standards.
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s 1s the Central Sands CAFD to blame for the high nitrate levels?

A High nitrate levels have been detected in the area well before the Central Sands CAFD began. This
has more to do with the legacy farming practices.

£ How long will bottled water be available?

A: The Armenia Growers Coalition will continue to provide bottled water until g point-of-use water
treatment system Is installed and operational in responding homes and water Is verified 1o be at levels
that meet state and federal standerds. We believe that onge the system is installed and oroperly
operating, bottled water will no longer be needed.

0 Can | install the point-of-use system myself and get relmbursed?
A No. In grder to gualify for this program, g licensed plumber must complete the instaliation.
0 Who will pay for the upleep and maintenance of the point-ofuse system?

A: The installation of the system will ba free provided that the homeowner's well is code compliant. The
Coalition will provide at least one filter change. Filters can last between severs! months and
approximately two years, Further maintenance detalls will be provided at the time of system
instaliation.

t3: What i 'm pregnant?

A you're pregnant or suspect that vou may be, we strongly advise that you only drink bottled waler
until the point-of-use tregtment system & installed.

0 Do | have to sign anything before agresing to the Installation of the point-ofuse water treatment
system?

A: Homeowners will be asked 1o sign a simple access agreement for permission for the licensed plumber
10 enter the home and install the trestment system, '

3 Who do | eall iF1 have guestions?

A: Please call the Armenia Growers Coalition 8t 715.335.8486 from & a.mu—4 p.m. Monday through
Friday If vou have any guestions. Homeowners also cen contact the lunesu Counly Heslth Department
at B08-B47-8373,
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MEMORBRANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

A, This Memorandum of Understanding (MOLD is entered this dav of Aungust,

283@ bv and bsztwem the Wiswmm Z}e arimemt of Natum} Réwumes WDNR

water, has tested private pi;iahie wells in the County and disco
drinking water standard of 10 mg/L for nitrates.

The process the Pary
follows:

1. Water Treatment
‘ireatmmt sysiem |

ell located in the agricultural corridor in Juneau County west of
t have been identified by Juneau County to provide water that
ntrations above 10mg/L (Cnitrate impacted™) as of the execution
tood that:

contains nitre
of this MOU,

a. Juneau County has provided AGC a confidential list of addresses for each of the
wells it has identified as having nitrate exceedances.

b, AGC has sent a letter to each identified well owner, making an offer cutlined in
Section 3.d below,

¢, I AGC does not hear from a homeowner letter recipient within one week, it will
send a follow up correspondence.

d. If AGC does not hear from the homeowner within a week of sending the second
communication, it will attempt o call or email the homeowner with the offer,
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e. I AGC is unable to reach the homeowner via phone or email, it will report the
lack of contact establishment to the Juneau County Health Department. The
Juneau County Health Department will then assume primary responsibility for
contacting the homeowner regarding the Clean Drinking Water Plan.

£, If the homeowner accepts the offer to install a Water Treatment System, the
procedures in 3.¢-f will apply.

3. After the signing of this MOU, if the Juneau County
:mé; iﬁﬁtmg@ results{s} wnéumed by a labﬁmmry

re-testing the drinking water indhe
Juneau County Health Department.
also notify the owner(s) of the residence ¢
with the contact information for the Junea
Department.

b, The Cmmty Land &nd

contact the W DNE{ mmzzi mpa :
contact information for the
Ho's contact details should the
to arrange for immediate home
mstallation of a Water Treatment System.

34 bamw ' ide follow up communications as described above in
&fzc‘(mn 2 c,

e homeowner a Water Treatment Svstem that will bring their
rater under the 10 mg/L limit, at no cost to the homeowner, 50
icensed plumber, chosen by AGC, determines the homeowner’s
plumbing is code compliant and reasonably compatible;

2} Offer to immediately send the homeowner a two week sapply of
drinking water. If the homeowner accepis the offer of a Water Treatment
System within two weeks, then AGC will continue to supply the
homeowner with drinking water until the Water Treatment System is
installed and verified to produce drinking water within the state and
federal drinking water standards. Homeowners that do not accept the offer
of a Water Treatment System within two weeks will not receive further
drinking water from AGC. AGC will be invoiced directly for the Water
Treatment System and drinking water deliveries.
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e. For homes that accept the offer of a Water Treatment System, a licensed plamber
will be dispatched to the home as soon as practicable to conduct an inspection.
The plumber will enter the home only after the homeowner has signed a simple
access agreement. Upon completion of the inspection, the licensed plumber will
send a report of their inspection to the homeowner, the Juneau County Land and
Water Departrent, and AGC. Any necessary well or plumbing repairs identified
by the inspection are the responsibility of the hom , and it will be expectad
the homeowner contact AGC when the repairs . pi@kd

f. Homes with plumbing and wells meeting th nts for a8 Water Treatment

as soon as practicable. After the installation of the Water Treatment System, the
professional installer and the homeowper will together © sample of the
drinking water and provide their inigials o “E:hé: %ﬁmpia T}m %am ill then be
tested by a DNR certified laborat ‘ wﬂﬁ be
shared with the homeowner, professio
Water Department.  If the test indicat
water deliveries will cease to the homeown
or above 10 mg/L, AGC will continue to p
work with the homeowner to ensure a Water Tr
meets the state nitrate d g water standard,

»am below 10 mg,!L drmkmg
If the test indicates nitrates are at
drinking water deliveries and
ment System is installed that

4, AGC shall have no legal, financiall
Water Treatment System 12 months

roach pmvzdn'ag clean dmmkm& water for residents of the agrmuimmﬁ

Aunean County;

b, All Parties understand, acknowledge and agree that this MOU is not to be
construed as an admission of any lability, responsibility or wrongdoing
whatsoever on the part of any party or its members, collectively or individually,
any and all such Hability is expressly denied and defenses expressly reserved.
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(o)

Notice under this MOU shall be as follows:

a. For AGC: [Insert Contact]
b. For Juneau County: {Insert Contact]
¢. for WDNE: {Insert Contact]

- from participation herein
affect the remaining parties’
nate this MOU, The Parties
poessary to implement the
Titing signed by all

This MOU is voluntary in pature and any party may with
in the party’s sole discretion and such withdrawal shal
agreement to continue to perform hereunder or to

further agree that this MOU may be amended in the £ :
Clean Water Plan, but such amendment shall only be effective
parties then participating and agreeing to be so bound.

counterparts and as so executed shall constitule ¢
Delivery of an executed counterpart of this MOU
be equally as effective as delivery of a manually exe

il or other electronic means will
counterpart of this MOUL

This MOU is effective as of it ¢ listed above, [Insert

[SIGNATURES WING PAGE]
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IN WITNESS THEREOF and intending to be legally bound, the Parties have caused this
MOU to be executed by signature of their duly authorized respective representatives as of the
Effective Date,

JUNEAU COUNTY, WISCONSIN

By:

Juneau County Administrator

WISCORSIN DEPARTMENT OF NaA

By:

ARMENIA GROWERS CO
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